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INDICO (LAIRD)
CSDO
SAVA WASHINGTON=--DZFENSE SECRETARY LAIRD SAID T
0SD QDAY THi SCOVIET IINION
?e ; _GOIN Ll N_A SQPHISTICATED NzW ABM (ANTIBALLISTIC
wh v
mea MISSILE) SYSTEM,.

LAIRD, TESTIFYING BEFORE THE SENATE FOREIGN RELATIONS COMMITTEL,
SAID THAT BECAUSE OF TH: POTENTIAL THREAT FROM RED CHINA AWD RUSSIA,
HE WOULD BE REMISS IN HIS DUTIES TO PROTECT TH: NATIONAL SECURITY IF
HE COMMITT:D HIMSELF AGAINST DEPLOYMENT OF THE UeS, SeoNTINZL ABM
SYSTEM.

THE SENTINEL SYST:l AS DEVISED DURING THE JOHNSO® ADMINISTRATIOW
WAS DESIGNED TO PROVIDE A "THIN™ ABM D:ZFENSE, LARGELY AGAINST Th:
THREAT OF A LIMITED CHINXZSE MISSILE ATTACK.

LAIRD SAID, A3 HE HAS BEFORE, THAT Hi BELIEVED THE CHINES: WOULD
FIRE A TEST INTERCONTINENTAL BALLISTIC MISSILE CICBM) "IN 18 MONTHEO®
AND BY 1975 WOULD HAVE OUT 22 TO 3@ MI;;IL‘S "THAT CCULD HIT THe
UNITED STATES.™

LAIRD ASSURED SENATORS, HOWEV:zR, THAT THE DIiFENS< DePARTMENT WAS
UNDERTAKING A "SERIOUS, THOROUGH AND COMPLFTL REVIZW™ OF THE
SENTINEL SYSTEM., HE SAID IT HAD NROT YRT MADT A DECISION ON WHEITHER T
RESUME DELPLOYMENT OF THE CONTROVERSIAL PROUJNCT.

WORK IN CONNECTION WITH DEPLOYMENT OF THE TENTIN.L SYSTEM,
ORIGINALLY DESIGNED WITH SITES NLAR SOMe PMAJOR MiTRUPGLITAN AREAS,
WAS SUSPENDED ReCENTLY PENDING A REVIEW OF THL PROGRAU.

LAIRD TOLD OF SOVIET TESTS ON A NEW ABM SYST:M WHILZ ATTENPTING TO
EXPLAIN THE REASONS FOR LAST YEAR'S DECISION TO BrGIN
CONSTRUCTION ON A U.S. SYST:IM,.

“THE SOVIET UNION IS GOING._AH~AD WITH T:e5TS ON SOPHISTICATEDR, PEW
ABM SYSTEM, ACCORDING TO QUR INTELLIGENCz,” LAIRD SAID,

HE DID NOT GIV: ANY ADDITIONAL INFORJATIUR ON WHAT THc JYST M
WOULD INCLUDE, OR HOW EFFECTIVE IT MIGHT BL AGAINST U.S. ICBM'

AS _FOR THE SENTINEL SYST:M, LAIRD SAID "We'kk LOCKING AT ALL THr
QPTIONS.™

Hi DENIKD SOME PUBLISHED REPORTS THAT THn PLENTAGON WAS NOT EVEN
CONSIDERING THE POSSIBILITY OF ABANDONING THE SYSTril.

LAIRD SAID IT WOULD "NOT BE PROPLLR FOR M. AS SIVCR-TARY OF DEFENSE
TO COMMIT THE UNITED STATES AGAINST CONSTRUCTION OF ITS OWN 5YSTeM
WHILE THE SOVILTS AND THE RED CHINES: WERE MAKING PROGR:SS IN TH
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ADD 2 LAIRD, WASHINGTON
THE LAST INTEZLLIGENCZ ESTIMATE SUBMITTED TO CONGReSS BY THY JOHNSON
ADMINISTRATION MADE NO MENTION OF SOVIET T:=STS OF A 4OR.
SOPHISTICATED ANTI-MISSILE SYSTiM,
PREPARED 3Y FORMER DEFENSE SECRETARY C

UPI1-65

: ARK M. CLIFFCRD IN TH.
CLOSING DAYS OF HIS TERM OF OFFICE, IT SAID "DURING TH: PAST YonR, THE
SOVIETS APPARENTLY CURTAILED CONSTRUCTION AT SOMZ OF TH® *GALOSH®
ABM COMPLEXES THEY WERE DEPLOYING AROUND MOSCOW."
"THE SIGNIFICANCH OF THIS ACTION CANKOT AS YeT Bi SSERTAIN-L,"

CLIFFORD SAID. ™"HOWEVER, 1T He CONCENSUS OF TH: INTOLLIC NCE
MMUNITY THAT THi GALOSH SYSTEM AS PRECENT] o0 _COUL. PROVIL
QN A LIMITED DUERNSE e 1QSCOW _AREA AND COULD Bi S PIOToLT
DEGRADGC LUBRENTLY PRACH D _U WEAPONS SYSTENS, ™
LAIRD ALSO WENT BEOND THE PREVIOUS ADMIL RA ' STATING THAT

A FRACTIONAL ORBITAL BALISTIC-MISSILE SYSTEM (FOBS) ™IS B-ING DLPLOYED
BY THE SOVIET UNION TODAY.™

REFERRING TO THIS SYSTEM WHICH WOULD PUT MISSILFS INTO AN ORBIT OR
PART OF AN ORBIT BEFORE CALLING THZM DOWN ON TARGETS, CLIFFORT 3AIus

"BECAUSE OF THr UNCERTAINTIES CONCERNING THE CHARACTERISTICX AND
PURPOSES OF THIS (SOVIET) WEAPON SYSTEM WL ARE UNABLE AT ThIS TIX: TO
ESTIMATE ITS DEPLOYMENT.™

-

CREAD IN 2ND PGH ABOVE XXX DEFENSE SECRETARY CLARX M. CLIFFORD 1 TC)

N/20-=DP1214PLS

UPI~52
LAlsgDuiuLﬁggD’ WASHINGTON (UPI-36)
R YOT SAY WHAT THE "SOPHISTICAT:ED™ AEM THE RUSSTANS
WERE TESTING WAS. RECENTLY, HOWEVER, OTHER DEFENSE OFFICIALS REPORTED
FRIVATELY THAT THE RUSSIANS PROBABLY WERE DEVELOPING BETT#R RADARS,
Pt OSEVERAL YRARS THE RUSSIANS MAVE BEEN BUILDING A SYSTEM CALLED
fALOSH AROUND MOSCOW. IN THE LAST TWO YEARS THEY HAVE CURTAILED
gguarﬁucrlom OF PART OF THE GALOSH SYSTEM., THE MOST PREVALENT
ENTAGON THEORY TO EXPLAIN THIS 1S THAT THE SOVIETS HAVE HELD UP TO
iNbgﬁg}RBthh¥ EQUIPMENT, PROBABLY RADARS.
NDER QUESTIONING LAIRD KEPT REPEATING THAT He HOPED THE U.S. AN
. o M I, it Y ™ A.J-‘
RUSSIA WOULD HOLD ARMS TALKS, BUT HE DECLINED TO SET ANY %&METZBLS.L HE
S?tngHﬁoggggggFg;AgggS %ALKS SHOULD NOT B PINNED TO THE RATIFICATION
B ' REATY BY THE REQUIRED 10NS '
COULD TAKE A YEAR OR TWO. AVIRED 40 NATIONS, wHICH

AT ONE POINT LAIRD SAID THAT SINCE THE NEW ADMINIST . HAS EBiE
£ 7 RATION HAS Biiw
IN OFFICE ONLY "A VERY Fiy WEEKS® IT IS NOT YET Phv : TR

NEGOTIATIONS WITH RUSSIA, T YLT PREPARED TO START ARMS
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